
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dance Syllabus 2024 

Ballet, Tap, Troupes & PACNZ Nominations 
 

EMAIL:   whanganuicompetitions@gmail.com   
WEBSITE:   www.whanganuiperformingarts.weebly.com  
DATE:    Wednesday 17th July 2024 – Sunday 15th July 2023 
     

VENUE:   The Royal Wanganui Opera House & The Whanganui Concert Chamber  
ENTRY LINK:  Jot Form - Competitions - WHANGANUI PERFORMING ARTS (weebly.com) 
   Solo Jot Form - https://form.jotform.com/240077676848066  
   Group Jot Form - https://form.jotform.com/240086981186868  
PAYMENT: Competitors / Teachers / Parents / Caregivers, will be sent an entry statement, to the email 

address listed on their jot form entry.  
 Payment instructions will be included on the entry statement.  
 
CLASS & AGE REQUIREMENTS  
Solo performers will fall into one of the four age groups, Tiny Tot, Junior, Intermediate or Senior.  
Troupes or groups age groups shall be determined by the average age of the performers.  
Please email the society BEFORE entering if you do not know how to work out average age.  
 
Tiny Tots   Under 8 Years  
Juniors    8 & Under 10 Years  10 & Under 12 Years  
Intermediate   12 & Under 14 Years 14 & Under 16 Years 
Senior    16 & Under 18 Years 18 Years & Over  
Open    Any age, or as listed on the entry form.  
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ENTRY FEES – Dance  
*All classes receive  
Championship  $30.00 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th place receive a Sash. 1st place receives Prize Money  
Main Solo   $15.00  (this includes consideration for scholarship)  
Other Solo  $10.00  per item  
PACANZ   $30.00  per nomination  
Duo    $12.50  per item 
Trio or Quartet  $15.00  per item 
Troupe    $20.00  per item 
Admin – Solo   $25.00 *if there are two or more performers in a family, the committee may consider an amended admin price.  
Admin – Group  $50.00 *if there is only one due, the committee may consider the admin price for a soloist.  
 
TIME LIMITS 
Should any performer require a time extension for a routine, they must include this at the time of entry. For example, 
some ballet variations will extend over the set time limits. Performers who do not have permission for extended routines 
may receive time deduction points. *Ballet dancers – please request extensions on routines longer than the time allowed!  
 
Tiny Tots   3mins  
Juniors    3mins  
Intermediates  4mins  
Seniors    4mins  
Pure Entertainment  2mins, up to 5mins.  
Troupes   5mins  
PACANZ   Outlined in criteria.  
 
Pure Entertainment – Any age, any number of performers, any type of item, judged entirely on entertainment value. Class 
is a mixture of groups and soloists. 
 
Pure Entertainment is an additional class that performers can enter as soloists or in groups. Any item, any number of 
performers and any genre is considered. Here, students are encouraged to push boundaries, channel different characters, 
perform in costumes, and fully express themselves. For dancers, this is where you would enter a demi character for tap, 
or Acro in the modern etc.  
 
PACANZ Nomination – Please see PACANZ society rules before entering. 
2024 Nomination Classes; Troupe, Ballet & Tap  
If the adjudicator considers that sufficient standard has NOT been reached by any competitor, then NO nomination will be 
made. The WPA Committee reserve the right to disagree with the adjudicator, and should the Committee deem the above 
criteria has not been met, NOT award a nomination. The Nominating Society is responsible for paying part of the entry fee 
to the National Young Performer Awards i.e. $75 incl. GST per Nominee. Each Nominee is responsible for paying the rest 
of the entry fee to the National Young Performer Awards i.e. $175.00 incl. GST. 
 
The WPA will offer nomination classes for Pianoforte, Tap, Ballet, Classical Vocal and Dance Troupes.  
Specific Criteria is listed below.  
Website for PACANZ: https://www.pacanz.co.nz/home.html  
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Championship – A minimum of four competitors must be entered for the class to be run. The Society reserve the right to 
move performers “up” to ensure a championship class is run.  
 
IMPORTANT: Dancers performing in Junior, Intermediate & Senior Championships are required to enter 2 other classes. (3 
classes minimum to qualify) 
Example A; Ballet Solo, Senior Championship, PACANZ Nomination.  
Example B: Tap Solo, Slow Tap Solo, Junior Championship  
Workshops are not included as they may not run during the competition.  
 
The highest aggregate mark will be awarded per genre, based on 300 marks, across items with a * beside them.  
If you do not enter all three aggregate classes, you cannot be considered.  

TAP SOLO  
1. Tap Solo* 
2. Waltz Solo* 
3. Slow Solo* 
4. Fast Solo 
5. Tango or Latin American Solo 
6. Championship  
7. PACANZ Nomination  

 
BALLET SOLO  

1. Classical Ballet Solo* 
2. Classical Barefoot Solo* 
3. Demi Character Ballet Solo* 

4. Character Ballet  
5. Neo Classical – INT & SNR only  
6. Championship  
7. PACANZ Nomination  

 
TROUPES (including duets, trios/quartets) 

1. Duo – Any genre  
2. Trio or Quartet – Any genre  
3. Troupe – Any genre  
4. Pure Entertainment 
5. PerformAble 
6. PACANZ Nomination

 
MARKING SCHEDULE  
Each performer will receive a mark out of 100 for their item or items.  
The adjudicator will give scores and may include fee back / comments.  
Marks for costumes will not be given, however an adjudicator may give comments.  
 
Technique     20 marks  
Performance Quality    20 marks 
Item difficulty (Age Appropriate)  20 marks  
Presentation     20 marks  
Characterisation    20 marks  
Total      100 marks  
 
SPECIAL CLASS INFORMATION  
 
PERFORMABLE  
Classes for students who are ‘wired differently’ but have an equal passion and love of performing and who would not be 
able to compete in our other classes. The purpose of the class is to offer a platform for all performers, who may need 
additional support. Competitors can request timeframes to perform that best suit the performers needs, and we can 
accommodate as best as possible with the caregiver’s requests. Competitors may not perform the same item twice. We 
will organise the classes to give competitors the best opportunity possible to perform.  
If a competitor chooses to enter our regular classes to compete, they are no longer eligible to compete in PerformAble 
Classes. If a dispute is made regarding competitors entered in our PerformAble classes, a medical certificate explaining 
the diagnoses of a competitor may be required. - If you have any further queries, please contact the Society directly via e-
mail. PerformAble classes will be held on troupe day, so students can attend with the schools, teachers, and friends.  



 

 

 
SONG & DANCE / TAP 
All Song & Dance classes are listed part of the Musical Theatre Competition. All song & dance classes require an even 
balance of both vocal and dance ability. Performers do not need to be professionally trained in either discipline but must 
perform both singing and dance throughout the performance. This class can be found on the Performing Arts Syllabus, 
Musical Theatre. – note this is not offered in 2024. 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
Sheet Music & Backing Tracks  
A copy of your sheet music, poetry etc. is to be handed to the Stage Manager on arrival at the venue. Copies do not have 
to be originals but need to be clean photocopies. All copies must have the Competitor’s Name, Class Number, and 
Competitor Number, written on a small additional piece of paper, attached to the top left-hand corner, on the first page 
of sheet music. This does not need to be typed but does need to be tidy. 
For example:  
 
Name: Jane Doe  
Class: Pure Entertainment #3 
Item: No 1 
 
Vocal Backing Tracks:  
Music is to be pre submitted online, no later than 5pm Sunday 7th July 2024.  
Google Drive links will be created and sent to competitors once entry has been completed.  
1x google drive per competitor / School. All music must be submitted 14 days prior to the start of our festival. Always 
bring back ups on a USB stick in the event your online submitted music does not play. Music not submitted by the date 
listed above is not able to be included.  
 
Name of music track example: Class 12 Musical Theatre Ballad - Jane Doe 
 
Musical Theatre & Vocal  
No additional backing vocals are allowed on a backing track.  
(an exemption may be given by the committee if request prior to the music deadline)  
 
Dance Backing Tracks: 
Music is to be pre submitted online, no later than 5pm Sunday 7th July 2024. 
Google Drive links will be created and sent to competitors once entry has been completed.  
1x google drive per competitor / School. All music must be submitted 14 days prior to the start of our festival.  
Always bring back ups on a USB stick in the event your online submitted music does not play. Music not submitted by the 
date listed above is not able to be included.  
 
Name of music track example: Class 12 Musical Theatre Ballad - Jane Doe 
 
Handy Competitor Information  
Stage Doors Open & Closed Times: Doors open 45 minutes prior to the start of session and are locked 20 minutes after 
the session has ended.  
 
Opera House Stage: The stage is 8.7 x 11.5 meters with black masking and white backdrop. Keep this in mind when 
planning items. Standard competition lighting is set – this cannot be changed. There is currently scaffolding in the wings of 
this theatre, caution must be taken. We advise wearing slippers in the wings, tucking them on the scaffolding platforms 
before going on stage to perform.  
 



 

 

War Memorial Hall Stage: Main hall stage is 16m x 7.6m, Standard competition lighting is set – this cannot be changed. 
 

Concert Chamber Stage: Concert Chamber stage is 9.14m x 4.56m - A full Grand Piano is available on stage for the entire 
festival. Standard competition lighting is set – this cannot be changed. 
 
In all venues, food, water, clothing, headphones, cell phones etc, cannot be left in the wings. Only slippers removed 
before walking on stage can be left on the provided platform.  
 
During championships, concert and PACANZ classes, we do not allow parents in the wings. Only teachers, should they be 
absolutely required. This rule doesn’t apply to tiny tot or junior champion performers.  
 
Our committee advises against “over coaching” in the wings / backstage. This often leads to heightened anxiety for 
performers, which we are aiming to avoid.  
 
Age & Technique Appropriate: Costumes, choreography, and music should be appropriate for the age of the competitor 
and in addition, suitable for a family audience. 
Awards, Trophies & Scholarships  
The Wanganui Competitions Society have a range of awards covering all disciplines, that will be awarded at the 
adjudicator’s discretion.  
 
The society are not obligated to present all awards, trophies, PACANZ Nominations and scholarships. 
 
Adjudicator Awards - Presented at Adjudicator’s discretion 
SCHOLARSHIPS - All Awarded at Adjudicator’s discretion. For all WPS scholarships: Minimum of four qualifying 
competitors for a scholarship to be awarded. There are some special scholarships where this ruling does not apply.  
 
WPA Scholarships *Pending Sponsors – these will only be awarded if sponsored.  
Tap  
Tiny Tot - $25.00  
Juniors - $50.00  
Intermediate - $75.00 
Senior $100.00 
Patrons Award for the Most Entertaining Performer – Sash Only  
*Excellence in Tap - $100.00 
*Emerging Tap Dancer - $100.00 

 
Ballet  
Tiny Tot - $25.00  
Juniors - $50.00  
Intermediate - $75.00 
Senior $100.00 
Patrons Award for the Most Entertaining Performer – Sash Only  
*Excellence in Ballet - $100.00  
*Emerging Ballet Dancer - $100.00 

 
Troupe  
Patrons Award for the Most Entertaining Performer – Sash Only  
*Most Outstanding Tiny Tot Troupe - $100.00  
*Most Outstanding Junior Troupe - $100.00  
*Most Outstanding Intermediate Troupe - $100.00  
*Most Outstanding Senior Troupe - $100.00  
*Most Outstanding Troupe Overall - $200.00 

If you would like to sponsor any of our 
special awards (*), please let us know. 
All scholarships are awarded the amount 
listed, plus fee for the sash. 
 
There is an additional admin fee for 
sashes and associated costs. 
 
This list is accurate to date as of the 5th of 
March 2024.  
 

Please email us today,  
whanganuiperformingarts@gmail.com  
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WPA General Rules 
1. All performers, parents, friends, and teachers are to be kind. Bullying, abuse (verbal or physical), general 

nastiness, discriminatory comments, or general poor “sportsmanship” from anyone, to anyone, will not be 
tolerated.  
Anyone who is doing so, at our festivals, sister societies festivals / events or online / social media, towards our 
competitors, teachers, staff, sister societies or volunteer will be refused entry to all WPA events. No entry to the 
festival means that you cannot enter to compete (this includes teachers), come and watch shows or attend the 
academy's programme. Online entries only. No paper or phone entries. Full payment must accompany entry. 
Sister Societies: Developpe Dance Studio, DanceWorks Studios, StageAntics, Pride Whanganui, Pride Youth 
Whanganui. 

2. Protests & Complaints - to be entered in writing within and to be accompanied by a deposit of $20 as evidence of 
good faith. Deposit to be returned if protest upheld. Committee members will not accept general feedback at 
events and will advise writing to the committee.  

3. Age shall be determined as at the 1st July 2024. Proof of age must be provided if requested in case there is a 
dispute. 

4. No competitor may compete out of their age group, except in duo, trio, and group classes. Competitors must 
compete in the class of their oldest group member. 

5. Only names of items included on entry forms will be printed in the Programme and on Reports. Names of items 
cannot be added at any time after the closing of entries. 

6. The competitions are not open to professional performers. A professional is: 
a. Achieved this status by qualification or experience.  
b. Whose income is made up of 70% in their chosen artform.  
c. Chosen career requires being recognised as a professional.  
d. University students are welcome.  
e. The committee reserves the right to check these requirements are meet.  

7. The Committee reserves the right to combine, divide or cancel classes and scholarships according to entries 
received and will refund where applicable. Unless otherwise stated, the competitions will be organised and run 
under the Society’s usual well-established rules and conditions, a copy of which can be obtained on request from 
the Secretary, which will be sent by e-mail. 

8. All competitors, spectators and other personnel involved, do so at their own risk, and the Society takes no 
responsibility for loss of or damage to personal property. 

9. Videoing or photography of other competitors is not permitted unless permission has been granted by the 
competitor’s parent/guardian in writing. 

10. WPA do not have an assigned photographer. We may take photos for our social media or funding applications. If 
you do not want media of your child or school distributed, you must email our secretary.  

11. Whanganui Performing Arts reserves the rights of applying and interpreting the rules of the Society. Decisions 
made by the Whanganui Performing Arts Committee are final. 

12. Health & Safety - Competitors and competition attendees must abide by the Health & Safety rules of the 
competition and the competition venue. If competitors are found to be breaching these rules, the Committee 
reserves the right to ask competitors to remove themselves from the competition venue. 

13. By entering this competition – Competitors, Teachers, and those entering on behalf of Competitors declare that 
they understand the rules of this competition and will abide by them. In addition, Competitors, Teachers, and 
those entering on behalf of Competitors declare that they will follow all society policies.  

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

2024 Dance Adjudicator Information 
 
 

Kirsty began her career after graduating from ED5 International Performing Arts college in 
Sydney in 2005 where she went on to dance, act and model all over Australia, Asia, and New 
Zealand. 
  
After making the move back home to New Zealand, Kirsty took time out from Performing, 
however she continued teaching RAD Ballet, Jazz and contemporary, attaining her American Jazz 
Dance affiliation teachers’ certificate in 2011. 
  
Kirsty now resides in Mount Maunganui, teaching ballet, contemporary and Jazz as well as stage 
development and continues to perform nationwide.  
 
Dance has been a part of Kirsty’s life for more than three decades now and more than anything, 
Kirsty loves to share her love and passion for dance with her students and is always excited, 
inspired and honoured to get to witness such amazing talent on stage at competitions 
throughout New Zealand. 

Clare developed a love and passion for dancing from a very young age. She began tap lessons at 
the age of 4 before moving to Artistic Gymnastics and NZAMD Hip Hop. At age 9, she returned 
to Tap competition work alongside NZAMD Tap and Jazz Exam work. Clare competed at 
competitions across the South Island until the age of 21, receiving various placings. Clare 
completed her NZAMD Tap Exams with Distinction and gained her Solo Seal Diploma. She has 
also completed her Jazz Exams up to Intermediate Grade. Growing up, Clare also learnt Singing 
and participated in Musical Theatre Classes and Workshops. 
 

After completing her exams, Clare had her sights set on teaching. In 2020; during COVID-19, she 
set up “All That Tap and Jazz Dance Studio,” in Dunedin. She now teaches over 60 pupils from 
the age of 3 to adults. Clare loves being able to pass on her passion and skills to the next 
generation. Over the past 5 years, she has learnt what it is like to run a dance studio and enjoys 
overcoming the challenges that come with this. 
 

Whilst at High School, Clare took every opportunity to be on stage, performing in 7 musicals and 
7 pantomimes, including being the Choreographer for two of these musicals, “The Wizard of Oz” 
in 2016 and “Bugsy Malone” in 2017. In 2019 Clare was cast in Musical Theatre Dunedin’s 
Future Stars Theatre Restaurant and in 2022 she played the leading role of Gretchen in “Boeing 
Boeing!” with the Globe Theatre, Dunedin. 
 

Outside of dancing, Clare continues her passion for teaching the younger generation as a 
Primary School Teacher in Dunedin. She thoroughly enjoys inspiring the next generation of 
dancers in her own dance studio. 


